
Welcome to October! 
We have much to be thankful for as we are into October! Our student enrollment has 
increased once again, and we are now well into the rhythm of Semester 1 courses.  Thank you 
to the District Operations department who successfully added 6 Portables to the Bach Rd side of our 
campus.  They redesigned some of that portion of the grounds while having it completed on time and 
ready for classes to begin. Please note the bus loop is for school buses only. Thank you. 
Our Fall sports teams are off to a strong start, and we’re proud of their efforts and achievements so far. 
A heartfelt thank-you goes out to our dedicated staff and community volunteers who continue to 
support our student-athletes — your time and energy are truly appreciated. 
We’re also optimistic about having our downstairs dance studio back in use by the end of the First 
Semester. Thank you for your patience as we work toward this goal.  Luckily, we have had access to the 
upstairs dance studio for Semester One.  Yes, our dance program is that in demand that we need the 
use of 2 dance studios. 
Please take a moment to check your spam or junk mail folders to ensure that messages from our School 
District are getting through. Staying informed helps us stay connected as a school community. If you 
know someone who has mentioned they aren't receiving school communications, please encourage 
them to check their email settings or reach out to the school office for assistance. 
Lastly, a big thank-you to our Parent Advisory Council (PAC) for your continued support — your 
contributions make a meaningful difference in our school community. 
 
 Early Dismissal / Parent-Teacher Conferences – October 16:  RSS students will be dismissed at 

1:15 pm. on Thursday, October 16 to accommodate Parent-Teacher Conferences. Conferences 
will take place in the gym & forum from 5:00—7:00 pm. No appointment required. School buses 
will be running 2 hours earlier on this date. 

 Student Information Verification Forms—These forms were distributed during the first week of 
school. Please review, sign and return these forms to the office as soon as possible. It is very 
important for the school to have correct student demographic information and parent/guardian 
contact information on file. Thank you. 

 School Photos - Student photos were taken on September 11 by Artona and student ID photo 
cards have been distributed.  Photos can 
be viewed and ordered online: Artona 
School Photos 
Photo orders will be mailed directly to 
your home by Artona. Photo retakes will 
take place the morning of October 15. 

 PAC Meeting – October 21 - 7 pm.  This 
meeting will be in person and Zoom 
option. An invitation to all families will 
be sent by email. 

 School Fees and Yearbooks!—Reminder 
to please pay your student’s school fees 
and order your yearbook on- line at: 
schoolcashonline.com 

 

Important Dates 
Sep.29 ................................................. Orange Shirt Day 

Sep. 30 ......... National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

Oct. 5 ............................................... World Teacher Day 

Oct. 6-10 .................................................. Interim Week 

Oct. 10....................... Implementation Day—No classes 

Oct. 13................................... Thanksgiving Day Holiday 

Oct. 15..........................................Photo Retake Day am 

Oct. 16: .................................... Early Dismissal 1:15 pm 

 ........................ Parent/Teacher Conferences 5-7:00 pm 

Oct. 21......................................... PAC Meeting 7:00 pm 

Oct. 24............................................................ Pro-D Day 

Oct. 30................................ Fall Music Concert 6:00 pm 

Nov. 3-7.................................... Assessments: Gr. 10/12 

 ....................................................... Literacy / Numeracy 

Nov. 5 ............................................... Grad Photos begin 

 
 

https://artona.com/orders/school-day
https://artona.com/orders/school-day
https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/


 FAMILY AFFORDABILITY FUND UPDATE & SCHOOL FEES 
 The B.C. Ministry of Education and Child Care has discontinued the "one-time" Student and Family 

Affordability Fund, which previously helped schools offset some school-related costs for families (e.g., 
supplies, field trips, extracurriculars).  

 In Central Okanagan Public Schools, no student will be denied participation in an educational program due 
to financial need. Our Board’s Regulation 425R – School Fees (Financial Hardship Clause) ensures families 
can confidentially request support or alternative arrangements. If cost is a barrier for your child, please 
contact the school principal. 

 
 ATTENDANCE REPORTING: Due to the increased student population we are encouraging families to use 

the SchoolMessenger App or SchooMessenger Parent Portal to report your student’s absence. If you 
choose to phone the school number, press “1” to reach the attendance line, or your call will be 
transferred to this line. Please refer to the email message that was sent out to all families  on September 
22 with steps on how to set up the School Messenger App or log into the School Messenger Parent 
Portal.  We appreciate your assistance and thank you in advance! For more information  - RSS website—
Parents Tab. 

 
 STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE: Central Okanagan Public Schools does not insure expenses for student 

injuries that occur on school grounds or during school activities. Parents and guardians can voluntarily 
purchase private accident insurance. Student Accident Insurance by StudyInsured is a voluntary plan that 
provides coverage for students and their families against accidental injury, unexpected 
medical expenses, and critical illness. To apply for the Plan or to find out more, click here. 

 
 BUS LOOP: there is a new bus loop located in the back of the school behind the newly 

installed portables. Please note that this is for BUSES ONLY, not parent drop-off. We 
appreciate you keeping the space safe! Thank you. 

 

R CAFÉ NEWS! 
 The R Café is run by Culinary Arts students in grade 10, 11 and 12 under the direction of Culinary Arts teacher Elizabeth 

Van Dyk and Red Seal Chef Marc Schoene. The Café is opening on October 1, 2025 and will be running throughout the 
year from Tuesday to Friday. (It is closed on Tuesdays after a holiday Monday and for 2 weeks at the 
beginning of semester 2.)  

 Hours of Operation: 

• 8:45 am –   9:00 am (before school) 

• 10:15 am – 10:25 am (morning break) 

•  11:40 am – 12:30 pm (lunch)        
 Baked goods, bagels, fresh fruit cups, yogurt parfaits and beverages are sold before school. During the 

morning break, eggers, veggie plates, sandwiches and more baked goods are added to the menu. Every lunch hour the 
café also offers an entrée, soup, salads, paninis, burgers, fries, sub station and much more! The weekly menu of the Café 
is posted on Mondays at www.rss.sd23.bc.ca under Services and then Cafeteria Menu. The R Café accepts cash, debit, 
credit, or prepaid $20 punch cards which are available for purchase from the office or the café. 

Fall Music Concert 

Thursday, Oct. 30 

6:00 pm—Forum 

https://www.sd23.bc.ca/schoolmessenger-sd23.bc.ca
https://www.sd23.bc.ca/schoolmessenger-sd23.bc.ca
https://rss-sd23.cmdesign.imagineeverything.com/parents-rss.sd23.bc.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sd23.bc.ca%2Fparent-resources-healthpromotingschools&data=05%7C02%7CGisele.Jepson%40sd23.bc.ca%7C8df40b1f70f44b98937308ddf799fc77%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C63893896294812
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.studyinsuredstudentaccident.com%2Fcompare-plans%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGisele.Jepson%40sd23.bc.ca%7C8df40b1f70f44b98937308ddf799fc77%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C6389389629481571
https://rss-sd23.cmdesign.imagineeverything.com/


GRAD NEWS 

 In order to support other programs at RSS, we have changed the date of Crystal Ball to 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10TH. We apologize for any confusion this may cause and appreciate 
your understanding. 

 
 The first round of Grad Wear orders are now available for ordering. In the First Round, only two items are available: a black 

hoodie and a white hoodie; an additional colour selection MAY be available in later rounds (order dates are listed in the 
Grad Parent Letter emailed to homes on Wednesday September 8). For your order to be processed you must submit your 
order (color and size) AND pay for your order on-line (www.schoolcashonline.com) no later than 4 p.m. on October 9th. 
We anticipate orders in the first round will be ready for distribution in early November;  a second round of orders is 
available for delivery before Winter Vacation. 

  
 Grad Photo sessions are available to book now! 
 Please book a time as soon as possible at Artona.com-- there ARE enough time slots available for all Grads to be 

photographed but students that wait until the last minute to schedule a sitting time may find that the dates and times are 
limited. There is a $60 REFUNDABLE deposit at the time of sitting with no obligation to purchase. Should you opt not to 
order, you can request to have the deposit refunded; for those ordering, the deposit will apply to your order. In order for 
Grads to be included in the Yearbook and the Composite Photo, students must have a picture taken by Artona. Grad 
Photos run from November 5th through November 23rd  

 

GRAD PHOTO DATES 

November 5—22, 2025 

ATHLETIC NEWS:  

Please visit the RSS ATHLETICS WEBSITE and @rutlandathletics on Instagram for the most up-to-date-info. 

 

Sr. Boys Soccer Goes Undefeated at OKGN Classic! 
The Sr. Boys Soccer team made history at the OKGN Classic in Vernon on September 18–19, storming through the 
tournament undefeated to claim their first title! RSS opened with a 7-0 win over VSS (Vernon) before facing a tough LVR 
(Nelson) squad. Down 2-0, captain Blake Redmond scored four goals as the team rallied to a 5-2 victory. A 10-0 win over 
Valleyview, highlighted by a hat trick from Ryder Starling, secured top spot in the pool. In the championship against 
Kalamalka Secondary, early goals from Luke Allanson, Blake Redmond, and Peter Hofmann set the pace. Despite conceding 
two early in the second half, the team’s defense and stellar goalkeeping from Luca Meise held strong, sealing the tournament 
win. Congratulations to the Sr. Boys on an undefeated, unforgettable weekend!  
 
Catch the team at home this season: 
Oct 2 @ 3pm vs OKM;  
Oct 16 @ 3pm vs KSS;  
Oct 30 @ 3pm vs MBSS 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoolcashonline.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGisele.Jepson%40sd23.bc.ca%7C9629efab476440e1586f08ddfab6b17d%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C638942384766653975%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartona.com%2Fbookings&data=05%7C02%7CGisele.Jepson%40sd23.bc.ca%7C9629efab476440e1586f08ddfab6b17d%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C638942384766715068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbX
https://rss-sd23.cmdesign.imagineeverything.com/rss-athletics-programs


HOMEWORK CLUB  Everyone is Welcome!  Room 1249  

 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  
Morning 

 

Ms. Harvie 

8:15—9:00 

 

Ms. Noonan 
8:15 – 9:00 

     

Ms. Noonan 
8:15 – 9:00 

  
Lunch 

Ms. Noonan &  

Ms. Pembleton &  

Mr. Kramer 

11:45 – 12:29 

Ms. Lenardon & 

Ms. Pembleton & 

Mr. Kramer 

11:45 – 12:29 

Ms. Lenardon  & 

Ms. Pembleton & Mr. 
Kramer & Mr. Oliver 

11:45 – 12:29 

Ms. Harvie &  

Ms. Noonan 

11:45 – 12:29 

Ms. Lenardon & 

Ms. Pembleton & 

Mr. Olivery 

11:45 – 12:29 



 
 

OPT IN 

For 

RSS & School 

District 

Text Messages 



 



 
 

 

STAY CONNECTED!   

Follow us at: 

@rssleadership—School activities and events 

@rutlandathletics—Athletics 

@rssequineacademy—Equine Academy 

@rss.yearbook—Yearbook  

@rssinternational—International Activities and Events 

@rssqsa—RSS QSA (Queer Straight Alliance) 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



BC TRANSIT Bus Ready Back to School Basics  

https://busready.bctransit.com/
https://busready.bctransit.com/

